
OPENWOOD PLANTATION GARDEN CLUB 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2019 
MINUTES 

 
Our September meeting was held at the beautiful home of Marsha Barber.   
 
President Marsha thanked members for coming to the meeting and the co-hostesses 
(Betty Thornley, Susie Hubbard) for providing delicious refreshments.  She also 
welcomed 3 guests:  Sandra Ledger, Amber Brown, and Dette Vedros.   
 
Rubye Parker read a devotional passage, “Hold to Faith,” and said a prayer for our club 
and our food.   
 
Refreshments were served. 
 
In lieu of a guest speaker at this meeting, we had an extensive business meeting. 
 
BUSINESS MEETING START:   

 
President Marsha Barber called the business meeting to order, and passed around the 
sheet for marking President Report information.   
 
Miriam Jabour was presented the Garden Clubs of Mississippi Lifetime Membership 
award. She has served faithfully in OPGC for 47 years. 
 
Marsha mentioned that a hostess home is needed for January, and several co-
hostesses are needed.  Please check in yearbook to see what slots need to be filled.  
 

OFFICER REPORTS: 

 

1st Vice President:  Mary Bryant – Thanks were expressed to Mary Bryant for getting our 
2019-2020 yearbook together. Mary encouraged each member to take one.  
Membership Chair, Becki Logue, will make labels for corrections to membership roster 
and information for additional members and have available at next meeting. 
 
2nd Vice President:  Sandra Bilbo – next month’s meeting will be at Terri Melby’s and the 
program will be presented by Terri Melby on Raised Bed Gardening. Members are 
urged to be at her home by 6:30 p.m. to have enough daylight to view her gardens 
before the meeting.   
 
3rd Vice President: Jan Whatley – no input for 2020 sale. More in discussion under NEW 
BUSINESS, ANNUAL PLANT SALE. 
 
Secretary:  Becki Logue – April 2019 minutes were approved as written and presented 
via e-mail by President Marsha Barber. Betty Thornley made a motion that the minutes 
be accepted as presented, and Rocki Sellers seconded the motion.   



 
Treasurer:  Betty Thornley:  Current balances in accounts:  Checking:  $3,146.58..  
Savings:  $8,752.29.  Noted expenditures from checking since March:  $1,583.68. 
Miriam Jabour made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report and Proposed Budget for 
2019-2020 of $2,982.10, and Betty Thornley seconded. Motion accepted by all 
members present. There was also discussion of GCM donations and Marsha will check 
on the effectiveness of the Penny Pines Reforestation donation.    
 
COMMITTEES: 

 
CIVICS: August Yard of the Month was Dr. and Mrs. Cheimbrabha who recently moved 
onto Fairways Drive and has made quite a bit of improvements/changes to the property. 
A CHAIRPERSON for the Civics Committee is needed, as Barbara Bagley is stepping 
down. Also, Marsha suggested that we have at least 4 members on the committee. 
Since no members volunteered at this meeting, this action was tabled until next 
meeting. In the meantime, members will e-mail Marsha the last week of each month and 
make suggestions and she will select one. A motion was made by Dianne Different to 
accept the tabling of the committee assignments and the e-mail recommendations and 
was seconded by Mary Bryant.  The motion was passed unanimously.   
 
GARDEN THERAPY: This committee has been busy sprucing up Shady Lawn gardens. 
Chair, Janean Shirley, and members Terri Melby, Teri Voller, Barbara Bagley, and 
Libbey Beard worked tirelessly this summer watering and weeding to keep plants alive 
and the garden looking nice. Terri Melby made a suggestion to purchase some 
enhancements for the large pot that is in place.  
 

OLD BUSINESS:   
 
DISTRICT WORKSHOP September 24, 2019, in Yazoo City. Several of our members 
will be attending. 
  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
DISSOLUTION COMMITTEE:  A committee was formed to create a dissolution plan for 
our club in case of a failure of our club. Jan Whatley, Dianne Different, and Miriam 
Jabour volunteered since they were past presidents and have previous information, 
especially about the use of the “Planters Hall” funds that were donated to our club for 
specific gardening intent.  Dianne Different made a motion that this committee be 
approved and Miriam Jabour seconded.  The motion was carried unanimously.   
 
CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY:  Our new state President is asking that each Mississippi club 
participate in some type of children’s day camp/activity this year. Betty Thornley 
suggested that we partner with the WC Master Gardeners who are doing a day camp on 
October 24 with a homeschool group. Marsha will contact MG and provide more 
information at next meeting. 



 
ANNUAL PLANT SALE:  Marsha asked for suggestions on how to better the 
participation in the plant sale since 3 or 4 members are carrying the load. It was 
suggested that we alternate years of holding the plant sale, but Jan Whatley said this is 
not a good idea because the public looks forward to the plant sale every year and Rocki 
suggested that this would be confusing to the public as to which year it is being held. It 
was also mentioned that we might try holding a garage sale, but most members quickly 
rejected this idea. It was suggested that we buy wholesale plants and re-pot them for 
sale. After several minutes of discussion, Dianne Different made the motion to table 
this. Mary Reed seconded and all accepted.    
 
BUSINESS MEETING WAS ADJOURNED, and door prizes were awarded.   
 
MEMBERS PRESENT (20):  Marsha Barber, Becki Logue, Miriam Jabour, Debra Smith, 
Barbara Bagley, Sandra Bilbo, Vera Patterson, Mary Bryant, Betty Thornley, Mary 
Louise Stevens, Terri Melby, Colleen Freeman, Rocki Sellers, Dianne Different, Ilse 
Tompkins, Teri Vollor, Sylvia Gurtowski, Rubye Parker, Jan Whatley, Mary Reed, Susie 
Hubbard, and Joan Morgan.  Also, Dette Vedros joined.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Becki Logue 


